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These criticisms sound familiar to the reader as there are now used against China. The criticised new competitor in the 1930s, however, was Japan.
Japan's entry in Africa started at the end of the 19 th century and its exports surged after the Great Crisis (see part 1 of this article) and there are some interesting parallels to the 21 st century rise of China in Africa. Japan's relations with Africa went beyond trade as illustrated by its special relationship with Ethiopia (see part 2). And as the emergence of this new power challenged Western historical domination, Japan was considered as a model by some African countries (see part 3).
Japan and Africa
Today the eruption of China into Africa is sometimes perceived as an exotic illustration of globalisation. However, Asia and Africa relations predated the arrival of Western powers as the Indian Ocean had been the main trade link 2 between these two continents. In a book written between 20 to 40 BC (-The Periple of the Erythrea Sea‖), a Greek trader based in Egypt described the Indian merchant activity on the East coast. 1890 -1940 : Shionoya, Y., Yamazawa, 1973 1950 to 2010 
direction of Trade Statistics
Japanese exports to Africa flourished during World War I; and while they decreased after their wartime boom, they still remained greater than their pre-war value ( Figure 1 ). In the 1920s, the falling cost of cotton thread and the abolition of the gold standard in 1931 which diminished by 50 percent the value of the Japanese yen against the pound, gave a strong impetus to Japanese exports. In the meantime, the drop in commodity prices caused by the crisis reduced the ability of British colonies to import manufactured products and encouraged them to turn more towards Japanese products. The Economist (3 January 1925) wrote that Japanese low priced products are appreciated by -the natives who put cheapness above quality (..) British machinery holds its own as do British goods of high quality but cheap cottons come from Japan, America and India‖. Between 1927 -1929 and 1936 -1938 , Japan's share in the imports of Britain's African colonies (Egypt and South Africa excluded) grew from 1.6% to 7.9% in spite of the quotas imposed on them by Nigeria and the then Gold Coast (today's Ghana).
Textiles represented a significant share of Japanese exports to Africa. From 1927 to 1929, Lancashire firms were shaken by the surge of Japan's textile market share while Indian exports also shrank. Japanese competition in West Africa was not as serious, as the British colonies had imposed quotas, and French colonies had kept to the imperial preference.
Japanese exports to Africa flourished during WW1; and while they decreased after their wartime boom, they still remained greater than their pre-war value. 1906 1915 1924 1933 19421951 1960 1969 1978 1987 1996 Source: Bouta Etemad (2005) In South Africa, the surge of Japanese exports led the government to a tariff reform, the adoption of protective measures and legislation prohibiting Japanese from residing and doing business (Richard Bradshaw, Jim Ransdell 2011). Nevertheless, as South African exports felt the pinch of the crisis, the government allowed Japanese wool purchasers to enter the country. A gentleman's agreement (October 1930), allowing a one year visa to Japanese was strongly criticized in the press which denounced a predicted invasion of retail traders and employees and of Japanese -spying out the land‖. It was strongly felt in the textile and in the shoe industries: -plimsolls were selling at one third the price of local hide shoes‖, and, according to an issue raised in the House of Commons 5 , Japanese traders were dumping motor cars into South Africa with British names! In the 1930s, Japanese were often accused of selling -watches by the kilo‖ and, this could explain why, some years after World War II, the -made in Japan‖ label has remained synonymous with low quality goods in East Africa as well as in Morocco where Japan was its second largest exporter (well behind France).
Beyond trade: Japan"s special relationship with Ethiopia
The relations between Japan and Ethiopia went beyond trade. Both countries were Empires ruled by very old dynasties. Like the Japanese, the Ethiopians first admitted the Portuguese in the 16 th century when it suited them and both abandoned their attempt to live in a hermit kingdom in the 19 th century and acquired Western military techniques. In April 1896, the Japanese Ministry of Defence wished to send three observers to follow the Italian campaign in Ethiopia. This request was rejected by Italy who had suffered a serious military defeat at the battle of Adowa in March 1896. Consequently, Ethiopia enjoyed some prestige in Japan. (The first victory of a nonwestern nation was followed nine years later by the Japanese victory over Russia). At the occasion of the first Japanese official visit in 1927, a draft proposal of a Friendship and Trade treaty was discussed (Hideko Faërber 1998). This treaty was signed three years later when Japanese representatives attended Haile Selassie's coronation. In the wake of this signature, Japanese government representatives as well as private entrepreneurs visited Ethiopia to explore commercial and political ties. The Italian takeover of Ethiopia led to popular reactions in Japan where an armed response was mooted in discussions. However -realpolitik‖ prevailed. The Japanese government chose to stay neutral and did not send arms to Ethiopia. In 1936, as Rome recognised Mandchuko (Manchuria) as a Japanese colony, Tokyo recognized Italy's control of Ethiopia.
Tokyo consensus?
In 1985, the Prime Minister of Malaysia launched its -Look East Policy‖ and some years later, the Indian government adopted the same principle. In 2005, in a speech given for the 25th anniversary of Zimbabwe independence, President Robert Mugabe advocated [for Zimbabwe] -to look East where the sun rises and to turn its back to West when the sun sets‖. Mugabe's sulphurous personality should not hide the significance of his message. This is not the first time that Africa looked east for a model. Today's Western critique against the appeal of the Beijing consensus in Africa may be considered as a distant echo of the fear raised by the appeal for the Japanese model.
The emergence of Japan in the 19 th century had marked the imagination of several colonized countries and the Japanese victory over Russia had strong repercussions in these countries. Thus in Bengal, a newspaper celebrated the humiliation of the Occident (West) and in Burma they called for the establishment of a Co-Prosperity Sphere around Japan. In Africa the emergence of Japan inspired policy makers in Madagascar and in Ethiopia.
The Italian takeover of Ethiopia led to popular reactions in Japan where an armed response was mooted in discussions.
However "realpolitik" prevailed. In Ethiopia, reformers whose influence peaked in the 1920's and 1930's, were called -Progressive Intellectuals", "Young Ethiopians" and "Japanizers" : each of these appellation emphasized something different: the need to reform, the need to find an appropriate model for reform and the impact of Japan's transformation from a feudal society-like Ethiopia's-into an industrial power. For these young educated Ethiopians, Japanization was a means to an end-to solve the problem of underdevelopment. One year after his signing of the Friendship treaty, the government promulgated a constitution closely modelled on Japan's Meiji Constitution of 1889. The same year the Foreign Minister Heruy Welde Sellase went to Japan to seek commercial and political ties as well as military aid. He spent one month there and on returning to his country, he wrote a book published in Amharic --The Source of Light‖ -which introduced Japan to Africans. This publication played into western fears that Ethiopia would take Japan for its model for modernization.
Conclusions
A significant share of Japanese exports, 7 per cent in the late 1930s (Figure 1 ), were directed to Africa before World War II which interrupted these trade relations. The links that had been created before the war explain the rapid resurgence of Japanese exports to Africa in the late 1940s. In the 1950s, Japanese were able to regain market share in Africa and up to the mid-1950s, and, at the time, it traded more with Africa than with the European core (France, Germany, Benelux, Netherlands and Italy)! Japanese share of Sub-Saharan African trade reached a maximum in the 1960s but then it diminished. This Asian rise in Africa was succeeded by South Korea, whose trade share increased up to 2000, and China's share which shot up after 2000.
Chinese irruption in Africa caused the same critics as did Japan in the 1930s, and it was also accompanied by the same propagation of (unfounded) rumours concerning land grabbing! Historical comparisons are -false friends‖ and, generally speaking the lessons one can draw from them are not particularly convincing. Indeed, the only truth they bring is that men rarely heed the lessons from history. 
